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COMMUNITY-BASED PROCESS

Summer 1999: “Re-visioning Gainesville” six week community-wide visioning exercise

Fall 1999: UF landscape architecture and architecture studios participate in stormwater park charrette, develop site 
analysis and propose master plans

Summer and Fall 1999:  Neighborhood meetings used to solicit project ideas

October 1999:  Community charrette at Williams Elementary School

December 1999:  Student projects shown to community at the Matheson Center

Spring 2000: Architecture students design housing in project area

February 2000:  Students’ initial “preposterous” proposals exhibited in Depot Building as part of Historic Gainesville, Inc. 
sponsored walking tour

Summer 2000:  Design team develops master plan proposal, shows to members of community, and City and County 
officials

Fall 2000:  Landscape architecture students design cultural gardens and propose site design for the Warehouse, both in 
conjunction with community groups

Spring 2001:  Architecture students design 21st century live-work blocks within 1913 neighborhood, working with area 
stakeholders (Neighborhood Nutrition Network, Dignity Project, Spin Cycle, bicycle expert Linda Crider, artist Brad 
Smith)

Summer 2001:  Final report completed and submitted to City of Gainesville, EPA

November 2001:  Report to MTPO and exhibit of Depot Area Project(s) at the Florida Community Design Center

Community meetings:  14

Public presentations: 4
Architecture and landscape architecture design studios:  5, with approximately 75 students



Fall 1999: UF landscape architecture and architecture studios participate in 
stormwater park charrette, develop site analysis and propose master plans

October 1999:  Community charrette at Williams Elementary School



October 1999:  Community charrette at Williams Elementary School





Brownfield to Greenheart
Figure 11

Exhibit of student work in Depot Building during Historic Gainesville walking tour



Spring 2000: Architecture students design housing in project area



Fall 2000:  Landscape architecture students design cultural gardens in conjunction with 
a community group



Fall 2000:  Landscape architecture students propose site design for the Warehouse in 
conjunction with a community group



Spring 2001:  Architecture students design 21st century live-work blocks within 1913 
neighborhood, working with area stakeholders

(Neighborhood Nutrition Network, Dignity Project, Spin Cycle, bicycle expert Linda Crider, artist Brad Smith)



SEVERAL TYPES OF ANALYSIS USED TO UNDERSTAND PROJECT AREA

Community based practices, particularly charrette

Historic study using texts, historic maps including Sanborn maps

Traditional urban analysis, using maps

Analysis based on cultural art practices



Hist or ic t r aces
1850 MAP OF FLORIDA

The sink at Payne's prairie was called by the Indians 
“Alachua,” meaning a “big jug,” into which the 
waters continually flowed without filling it.  Hence 
the name of the county.  Alachua, by the Indians, 
was pronounced , a much softer 
pronunciation than the present Ah-loch-u-a.

, 1883

Ala-ceu-ah

The Eden of the South

Alachua county is the midland portion of the great peninsula, 
situated midway between the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic 
ocean, likewise midway between the southern and western 
extremities of the State.  Italy is said to resemble the form of a 
boot, with the foot turned southward.  Florida has somewhat the 
same resemblance, with the foot turned northward.  In this 
resemblance Alachua county occupies the position of the ankle-
joint, and is, therefore, the natural center of the State.

, 1883The Eden of the South

“The city covers an area of one mile 
square, with a new addition know as 
East Gainesville, while the new town of 
New Gainesville, closely connecting, with 
its Hygienic hotel, cottage sanatoriums, 
and fine business and building lots, will 
rapidly increase the power, importance 
and influence of the place.  The U.S. 
Land Office, and the East Florida 
Seminar, and the Military Academy, are 
already located here, and it is likewise 
proposed to locate the State Agricultural 
College in the center of this great 
agricultural region.” 

The Eden of the South



Comparing Sanborn maps and buildings



HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS

HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS

A SOUTHEAST HISTORIC DISTRICT

B SPRINGHILL

C  PORTERS

D 1913 NEIGHBORHOOD

E SUGARHILL

F  DUCKPOND

G FIFTH AVENUE/PLEASANT STREET

H UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

J  FINLEY AREA   

K  GOLFVIEW
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N  BLACK PINES
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R  COLCLOUGH HILLS

S

T

A

B

C

D

E

FG

H

J

K

LMN

P

Q

R

S

T

Neighborhoods:  Regional Analysis Neighborhoods :  Depot Proposal

Natural Systems:  Regional Analysis Natural Systems: Depot Proposal



Site analysis using traditional and art practices exhibited at Williams Elementary School



PROPOSAL

Natural systems

Human Paths

Significant Places

Built Fabric

Neighborhoods

Master plan
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Proposed Williston Road Street Section



































IMPLEMENTATION

Strategic Parcels

Phasing

Proposed land use changes

Street changes

Brownfield to Greenheart
Figure 13











INVITATION TO OPENING

Depot Project(s) 

Wednesday, November 14, 2001

6:00-7:30 p.m.

613 West University Avenue

Sponsored by the Center for Construction and the Environment


